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XERISCAPE REQUIREMENTS AND PLANT LIST 
 

1. Principles. The concept of xeriscape is based on seven guiding principles: planning & design, 
limiting turf areas, selecting and zoning plants appropriately, improving the soil, using mulches, 
irrigating efficiently, and doing appropriate maintenance. 

 
a. Installation. The above principles are described below in the order a landscape planner or 

property owner would consider, in order to install the best landscape. Each principle must 
be considered during the planning and design phase, but the sequence of installation is also 
very important in assuring a successful Xeriscape. 

 
b. Application. The seven principles of Xeriscape to be applied to landscaped areas in the 

Gunnison Rising PUD are: 
 

i. Planning and Design. Preparing a planting plan that utilizes the spatial and 
aesthetic qualities of the site are paramount to a successful project. Plans should 
be developed to respond to the watering needs of the plants within the irrigation 
zone that encompasses it. A good plan will create a successful landscape. 

 
ii. Soil Improvements.  Colorado soils often fall into one of two categories: sand and 

clay. Clay soil is dense, slow to absorb and release water. If water is applied to 
clay soil too quickly, it either pools on the surface or runs off. Over watering 
heavy clay soil can actually drown plants. On the other hand, sandy soil can’t hold 
water. Unless irrigated frequently, plants in sandy soils tend to dry out. To enable 
your soil to better absorb water and allow for deeper roots, you may need to add a 
soil amendment before you plant. For most soils, adding 1 to 2 inches of organic 
matter such as compost or well-aged manure to your soil can be beneficial. 
Rototill the organic matter into the soil at least 6 inches deep. (Note: if you are 
landscaping with native plants, soil amendments may not be necessary, as they 
prefer soil that is not too rich. For many of these plants, the only soil preparation 
necessary is to loosen the soil.) 

 
iii. Efficient Irrigation. A Xeriscape can be irrigated efficiently by hand or with an 

automatic sprinkler system. If you’re installing a sprinkler system, it’s a good idea 
to plan this at the same time you design the landscape. Zone turf areas separately 
from other plantings and use the irrigation method that waters the plants in each 
area most efficiently. For grass, low-pressure, low-angle sprinklers irrigate best. 
Drip, spray or bubbler emitters are most efficient for watering trees, shrubs, 
flowers and groundcovers. If you water by hand, try to avoid oscillating sprinklers 
and other sprinklers that throw water high in the air or put out a fine mist. The 
most efficient sprinklers put out big drops and keep them close to the ground. 
Water deeply and infrequently to develop deep roots. The best time to water is 
between 9 p.m. and 9 a.m. to reduce water loss due to evaporation. If you have an 
automatic sprinkling system, adjust your controller regularly to meet seasonal 
needs and weather conditions. Also, install a rain shut off device. 

 
iv. Zoning of Plants. Different areas in a yard get different amounts of light, wind 

and moisture. To minimize water waste, group together plants with similar light 
and water requirements, and place them in an area in your yard which matches 
these requirements. A good rule of thumb is to put high water-use plantings in 
low-lying drainage areas, near downspouts, or in the shade of other plants. It’s 



 

also helpful to put higher water-use plants where it is easy to water. Dry, sunny 
areas or areas far from a hose are great places for the many low water-use plants 
that grow well in our climate. Planting a variety of plants with different heights, 
color and textures creates interest and beauty. By grouping your plants 
appropriately, you minimize water waste while ensuring that your plants will 
flourish in the right environment. 

 
v. Mulches. Mulching is essential for gardening. Mulch helps keep plants roots cool, 

prevents soil from crusting, minimizes evaporation and reduces weed growth. 
Mulches also give beds a finished look and increase the visual appeal of your 
garden. Organic mulches, such as bark chips, pole peelings or wood grindings, 
should be applied at least 4 inches deep. Because they decompose over time, 
they’re an excellent choice for new beds. As plants mature and spread, they’ll 
cover the mulched areas. Inorganic mulches include rocks and gravel, and should 
be applied at least 2 inches deep. They rarely need replacement and are good in 
windy spots. However, they should not be placed next to the house on the sunny 
south or west sides, because they tend to retain and radiate heat. Mulch may be 
applied directly to the soil surface or placed over a landscape fabric. (Note: Do not 
use black plastic because it prevents air and water from reaching to the plant 
roots.) 

 
vi. Turf Alternatives. Bluegrass is lush and hardy, but in Colorado’s semi-arid 

climate it requires a substantial amount of supplemental watering. One way to 
reduce watering requirements is to reduce the amount of bluegrass turf in your 
landscape. Native or low water use plantings, patios, decks or mulches can 
beautify your landscape while saving water. Choosing a lower water using turf 
also serves the same purpose. Such choices can include buffalo grass, blue 
gamma grass, turf type tall fescue and fine fescues. 

 
vii. Appropriate Maintenance. Preserve the beauty of your Xeriscape with regular 

maintenance. The first year or two, your new landscape will probably require a 
fair amount of weeding, but as plants mature they will crowd out the weeds, 
significantly reducing your maintenance time. In addition to weeding, your 
Xeriscape will need proper irrigation, pruning, fertilizing and pest control. 
Maintenance time for a new garden is similar to a traditional landscape, but it 
decreases over time. In addition to weeding, proper irrigation, pruning, fertilizing 
and pest control will keep your landscape beautiful and water thrifty. When your 
garden is well taken care of, you can sit back and enjoy it. 



 

2. XERISCAPE PLANT LIST 
Plants Suggested for Use in Landscaping on Dry Sites In The Gunnison Valley 
CSU Extension of Gunnison County      

      
      
      

Trees      
 
 
 

Botanical Name 

 
 
 

Common Name 

 

Native to 
Gunnison 
Valley 

 
 

Native to 
Colorado 

 
 

Drought 
tolerant 

 
 
 

Cultivation Notes 
 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica 
 

Green ash 
   

X 
tolerates dry soil, but benefits from some 
moisture 

Juniperus scopulorum Rocky Mountain juniper X X X dry, well-draining soil, full sun 
Malus cv. crabapple cultivars   X cold hardy cultivars, i.e. 'Jacki' 
Picea pungens Colorado blue spruce X X  slow growing, but ultimately a large tree 
Pinus aristata bristlecone pine X X X slow growing, needs well-drained soil 
Pinus nigra Austrian pine    well-drained soil, full sun 
Pinus ponderosa ponderosa pine X X X well-drained soil, full sun 
Prunus virginiana western chokecherry X X X well-draining soil, some moisture desireable 
Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas fir X X  well-drained soil, some moisture desireable 

 
Robinia neomexicana 

 
New Mexican locust 

  
X 

 
X 

shrub or small tree, full sun, adaptable to dry 
soils 

      
Shrubs      

 
 
 

Botanical Name 

 
 
 

Common Name 

 

Native to 
Gunnison 
Valley 

 
 

Native to 
Colorado 

 
 

Drought 
tolerant 

 
 
 

Cultivation Notes 
Amelanchier alnifolia serviceberry X X X beautiful orange-red fall color 
Amelanchier utahensis Utah serviceberry X X X needs protected area , tolerates shade 
Artemisia cana silver sagebrush  X X well draining soil, full sun 
Artemisia tridentata big sagebrush X X X dry, well-draining soil 
Caragana arborescens Siberian peashrub   X extremely hardy shrub 
Cercocarpus ledifolius curl-leaf mountain mohagany X X dry, well-draining soil 
Cercocarpus montanus mountain mohagany  X X dry, well-draining soil 
Chrysothamnus 
nauseosus 

 
rubber rabbitbrush 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
dry, well-draining soil 

Chrysothamnus 
viscidiflorus 

 
sticky rabbitbrush 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
dry, well-draining soil 

Cotoneaster lucidus shiny cotoneaster   X hedge plant in wind-protected areas 
Fallugia paradoxa Apache plume  X X marginally-hardy, plant in protected area 
Holodiscus dumosus rock spiraea X X X well-draining soil, full-part sun 
Juniperus communis common juniper X X X well-draining soil, full sun 
Juniperus horizontalis creeping juniper   X many cold-hardy cultivars available 
Lonicera syringantha bush honeysuckle   X drought tolerant once established 
Philadelphus 
microphyllus 

 
littleleaf mock orange 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
full sun, well-draining soil 

Physocarpus monogynus mountain ninebark X X X well-draining soil, full sun 
Physocarpus opulifolius common ninebark  X X well-draining soil, tolerates some moisture 
Pinus mugo mugo pine   X full sun, well-draining soil 
Potentila fruticosa shrubby cinquefoil  X  needs some moisture 
Prunus besseyi western sand cherry  X X full sun, well-draining soils 
Prunus virginiana western chokecherry X X  moist, well-draining soil 
Purshia tridentata Antelope bitterbrush X X X require dry, coarse soils 
Quercus gambelii Gambel oak X X  full sun, requires some moisture 
Rhamnus smithii glossy leaf buckthorn  X X full sun, well-draining soil 



 

Rhus trilobata three-leaf sumac  X X dry, well-draining soil 
Ribes aureum golden currant  X X well draining soil, full-part sun 
Ribes cereum wax currant X X X smaller Ribes species 
Ribes inerme whitestem currant X X X well draining soil, full-part sun 
Rosa rugosa rugosa rose   X full sun, well-draining soil 
Rosa woodsii Woods' rose X X X tolerates dry or damp soil 
Sheperdia argentea silver buffaloberry  X X well-draining soil, full-part sun 
Sheperdia canadensis russet buffaloberry X X X well-draining soil, full-part sun 
Symphoricarpos albus common snowberry  X X shade tolerant, well-draining soils 
Symphyriocarpos 
oreophilus 

 
mountain snowberry 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
shade tolerant, well-draining soils 

Syringa vulgaris common lilac   X vigorous shrub, full sun 
      
      

      
      

Grasses      
 
 
 

Botanical Name 

 
 
 

Common Name 

 

Native to 
Gunnison 
Valley 

 
 

Native to 
Colorado 

 
 

Drought 
tolerant 

 
 
 

Cultivation Notes 
Achnatherum 
hymenoides 

 
indian ricegrass 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
medium height perennial bunchgrass 

Andropogon gerardii big bluestem  X X tall perennial bunchgrass 
Bouteloua curtipendula sideoats gramma  X X borderline hardy, plant in protected area 
Bouteloua gracilis blue grama X X X short bunchgrass, good lawn alternative 
Calamagrostis x 
acutiflora 

 
feather reed grass hybrids 

  
X 

 
try cultivars 'Karl Forester', 'Overdam' 

Deschampsia caespitosa tufted hairgrass X X X medium height perennial bunchgrass 
Elymus elymoides squirreltail X X X 10-15" perennial bunchgrass 
Festuca arizonica Arizona fescue X X X 12-16" tall perennial bunchgrass 
Festuca arvernensis field fescue cultivars   X try cultivars 'Elijah Blue', 'Solling' 
Festuca idahoensis Idaho fescue X X  requires some moisture 
Festuca rubra red fescue X X X can be used as native turf alternative 
Hesperostipa comata needle and thread X X X may spread some by seed 
Panicum virgatum switchgrass  X  borderline hardy, plant in protected area 
Poa fendleriana muttongrass X X X 10-15" tall perennial bunchgrass 
Schizachyrium scoparium little bluestem  X X borderline hardy, plant in protected area 
Sorghastrum nutans Indiangrass  X  tall perennial bunchgrass 
Sporobolus heterolepis prairie dropseed  X X medium height perennial bunchgrass 

      
      

Forbs      
 
 
 

Botanical Name 

 
 
 

Common Name 

 

Native to 
Gunnison 
Valley 

 
 

Native to 
Colorado 

 
 

Drought 
tolerant 

 
 
 

Cultivation Notes 
Achillea millefolium common yarrow X X X can be aggressive 
Allium brangegei Brandegee's onion X X X Well-draining soil, sun 
Allium cernuum nodding onion X X X Full sun, will tolerate some moisture 
Aquelegia chrysantha golden columbine  X X full sun. Try cultivar 'Denver Gold' 
Artemisia frigida fringed sage X X X Dry or moist well-draining soil 
Artemisia ludoviciana white sagebrush X X X Dry or moist well-draining soil 
Campanula parryi Parry's bellflower X X X well-draining soil, full sun 
Campanula rotundifolia bluebell bellflower X X X well-draining soil, full sun 
Centranthus ruber red valerian   X well-draining soil, full sun 



 

Ceratstium tomentosum snow in summer   X well-draining soil, full sun 
Chamerion angustifolium Fireweed X X X Can be an aggressive spreader 

 
Cleome serrulata 

Rocky Mountain 
beeplant 

  
X 

 
X 

 
Full sun, well-draining soil 

Dianthus barbatus sweetwilliam   X well draining soil, full sun 
Eriogonum umbellatum sulfur buckwheat X X X well drianing soil, tolerates some moisture 
Erythrocoma triflora prairie smoke  X X Prefers well-draining soil 
Gaillardia aristata common gaillardia X X X well draining soil, full sun 
Hemerocallis cultivars daylily   X full sun, well-draining, amended soil 
Ipomopsis aggregata scarlet gilia  X X full sun, well-draining soil 
Krascheninnikovia lanata winterfat X X X well-draining soil, full sun 
Liatris punctata dotted blazingstar  X X well-draining soil, full sun 
Linum lewisii Lewis flax X X X well-draining soil, full sun 
Lupinus argenteus silvery lupine X X X dry, well draining soil 
Lupinus hybrids hybrid lupine  `  cold hardy hybrids, i.e. 'Russell' 
Lupinus sericeus silky lupine X X X dry, well draining soil 
Monarda fistulosa wild bergamot  X X full sun, well-draining soil, margianlly hardy 
Myosotis alpestris Asian forget-me-not   X tolerates some shade 
Oenothera caespitosa tufted evening primrose X X X marginally hardy, plant in protected area 

 
Oenothera elata 

Hooker's evening 
primrose 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
full sun, requires some moisture 

Oenothera flava yellow evening primrose X X X full sun, requires some moisture 
Oenothera villosa hairy evening primrose X X X full sun, requires some moisture 
Opuntia polyacantha plains pricklypear  X X full sun, well-draining soil 
Papaver nudicale Icelandic poppy  X X lean, well-drained soil, some shade OK 
Papvaer orientale Oriental poppy   X lean, well-drained soil, some shade OK 
Penstemon barbatus beardlip penstemon  X X full sun, some H2O, plant in protected area 

 
Penstemon strictus 

Rocky Mountain 
penstemon 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
full sun,well draining soil 

Penstemon teucrioides germander beardtongue  X X needs some moisture, full sun 
Penstemon whippleanus Whipple's penstemon X X  needs some moisture, full sun 
Perovskia atriplicifolia Russian sage   X Full sun, well-draining soil 
Phlox condensata dwarf phlox X X X needs some moisture, part sun 
Phlox hoodii Hoods' phlox X X X Likes drier, well-draining soils 
Phlox multiflora Rocky Mountain phlox X X  needs some moisture, part sun 
Phlox paniculata fall phlox    cold hardy cultivars, i.e. 'Ending Blue' 
Phlox subulata creeping phlox    needs some moisture, part sun 
Pulsatilla patens pasqueflower X X X Full sun, well-draining soil 
Ratibida columnifera prairie coneflower  x X Full sun, well-draining soil 
Rudbeckia ampla cutleaf coneflower X X  needs some moisture, full sun 
Rudbeckia hirta blackeyed susan  X  needs some moisture, full sun 
Rudbeckia montana montane coneflower X X  needs some moisture, full sun 

 
Tetraneuris grandiflora 

graylocks four-nerve 
daisy 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
sharp draining, lean soil, full sun 

Sedum spp. & cultivars stonecrop   X Autumn Joy' & other cold hardy varieties 
Sempervivum cvs. hens and chicks   X sharp draining, lean soil, full sun 
Solidago canadensis Canada goldenrod X X X full sun, adaptable to varied soils 
Solidago missouriensis Missouri goldenrod  X X drought tolerant 
Sphaeralcea coccinea scarlet globemallow  X X Full sun, well-draining soil 
Symphyotrichum eatonii Eaton's aster X X X moist soil, full sun 
Symphyotrichum laevis Geyer's aster  X X moist soil, full sun 

 
Townsendia hookeri 

Hooker's Townsend 
daisy 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
early spring blooms, white flowers 

 
Townsendia rothrockii 

Rothrock's Townsend 
daisy 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
sharp-draining lean soil, full sun 

Veronica spicata spiked speedwell   X full/part sun, moist, well-draining soil 
Viola canadensis Canadian white violet X X X full/part sun, moist, well-draining soil 



 

Viola nuttallii Nuttall's violet X X X full/part sun, well-draining soil 
Viola corsica Corsican violet X X X full/part sun, well-draining soil 
Yucca glauca soapweed yucca  X X Full sun, well-draining soil 
Yucca harrimaneae Spanish bayonet X X X Full sun, well-draining soil 
Zauschneria garrettii Orange Trumpet'   X Full sun, well-draining soil 

      
Groundcovers      

 
 
 

Botanical Name 

 
 
 

Common Name 

 

Native to 
Gunnison 
Valley 

 
 

Native to 
Colorado 

 
 

Drought 
tolerant 

 
 
 

Cultivation Notes 
Achillea millefolium common yarrow X X X full sun, some moisture, can spread 
Alyssum saxatilis creeping alyssum   X well-draining soil, full/part sun 
Antennaria parviflora samll-leaf pussytoes X X X well draining soil, full sun 
Antennaria rosea pussytoes  X X Well-drained soil 
Arabis caucasica rock cress   X well draining soil, full sun 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi kinnikinnik X X X well-drained soil, full-part sun 
Cerastium tomentosum snow in summer   X well draining soil, full sun 
Dianthus deltoides maiden pink   X well draining soil, full sun 
Dianthus plumarius feathered pink   X well draining soil, full sun 
Geranium 'La Veta Lace' La Veta Lace' Geranium   x full sun, tolerates dry or moist soils 
Heuchera cultivars coral bells   X tolerates shade, dry soils 
Juniperus horizontalis creeping juniper   X full sun, needs some moisture 
Mahonia repens creeping barberry X X X shade tolerant, drought tolerant 
Nepeta x faassenii catmint   X full-sun, well-draining soil 
Paxistima canbyi mountain lover   X shade tolerant, dry soils 
Paxistima myrsinites mountain lover X X X shade tolerant 
Penstemon caespitosus mat penstemon X X X full sun, well draining, moist soil 
Petrophyton caespitosum mat rockspiraea X X X covers rocks or lean,sharp draining soils 
Phlox subulata moss phlox   X full sun, well draining, moist soil 
Sedum acre goldmoss stonecrop  X X spreading groundcover, full/part sun 
Sedum kamtschaticum Kamschatka stonecrop   X spreading groundcover, full/part sun 
Veronica liwanensis Turkish veronica   X well draining soil, full sun 
Delosperma cultivars iceplant   X well draining soil, full sun 
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